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SURVEY METHODOLOGY

Sampling and List Development

A list of all known producers of specialty crops was developed.

The list was expanded via contacts with industry experts and

publicity efforts at trade shows.

Data Collection

All known producers were contacted via the mail, telephone, or

personal interviews.   The majority of reports were collected via

the mail to keep costs as low as possible and the overall response

rate was 60.7 percent.  Non-response follow-up methods

(telephone calls and personal visits) were focused on larger producers.

The response rate for the larger producers was 76.2%.

Analysis, Editing, and Summary

All reports were reviewed and manually edited for reasonableness.

In addition, all reports were processed with a computer edit using

detailed specifications for each crop and use.  For example, edit

specifications for processed sweet corn were established independently

from fresh market sweet corn.  Any report that did not fit the edit

specifications was reexamined and data were updated

if the report was determined to be in error.

Analysis methods included examining means and distributions

of acreage, yields and prices for each crop.  Unusual reports

were re-examined and updated if errors were found.

Summary methods were designed to account for non-response.

Home Gardens

Numerous reports were received reporting only gardens for home consumption. 

As a result, any report with less than one-half acre of specialty crops

 was determined to be “out of scope” and these reports were not tabulated.  

Definitions and Explanations

For this survey, specialty crops were defined as all fruits, nuts,

 berries, vegetables, herbs, popcorn, and trees, 

including Christmas trees.



Specialty Crop Sales in Illinois - 2003

Fruit Vegetables Other* Total

Thousands of Dollars

Fresh 22,789 42,599 9,773 75,161

Processed 1,934 46,522 13,047 61,503

Total $24,723 $89,121 $22,820 $136,664

Specialty Crop Acres in Illinois - 2003

Fruit Vegetables Other* Total

Acres

Fresh 6,564 18,945 2,630 28,139

Processed 955 57,420 31,050 89,425

Total 7,519 76,365 33,680 117,564

* Other items include pecans, Christmas trees, gourds,

other trees, herbs, Indian corn, and popcorn.

Value Added Practices of Specialty Crop Farms

Percent

of Farms

Reporting

Pack produce 43

Grower shipper 24

Agri-tourism 14

Pesticide-free 10

Sales of prepared products 10

Certified organic according to USDA 2



Marketing Choices for Specialty Crop Farms

Percent
of Farms
Reporting

Direct markets (farmers’ markets, roadside, u-pick, etc.) 64

Processor 31

Direct to retail (grocer, green grocer, etc.) 20

Wholesale (non-cooperative) market 17

Direct to local restaurants 8

Cooperative/marketing association 4

Internet 3

Shipper/packer (sell via another grocer) 3

Community supported agriculture (CSA) 2

Auctions 1
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